
 

1 
 

U.S.-Japan Sister Cities Bell Ringing: 
75 Years of Peace Since Hiroshima & Nagasaki 

 

 

 

 

 

What is this project? 

As the inaugural initiative of the newly created “Japan Committee” of Sister Cities 
International (SCI), this project will promote the simultaneous ringing of bells in sister 
cities across the United States and Japan to mark 75 years of peace since the atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This project calls for citizen diplomats and city 
leaders to coordinate these bell ringings in sister cities across the United States and 

Japan. These can be bells big and small—houses of worship, hand bells, call bells, cow 
bells…anything! Bell ringing should commence at 4:15pm, Wednesday, August 5 (U.S. 
PDT), to coincide with the actual time and date the first bomb fell on Hiroshima at 
8:15am, Thursday, August 6 (Japan time). Bell ringing should occur again at 7:02pm, 
Saturday, August 8 (U.S. PDT) to coincide with the actual time and date the second 

bomb fell on Nagasaki at 11:02am, Sunday, August 9 (Japan time). It is each city’s 
choice to participate on August 5, August 8, or both. 

 

How did this get started? 

In conversations among citizen diplomats in California, the need to commemorate the 
upcoming 75th anniversary of the dropping of the atomic bombs was discussed in the 
lens of the abundance of U.S.-Japan sister city relationships that have been formed 
since the end of the war. 

 

One of these citizen diplomats was renowned photographer, artist, community leader, 
and social activist Richard Fukuhara, who unfortunately passed away before his dream 

Photo credit: Richard Cummins 

https://www.rafu.com/2018/12/obituary-richard-fukuhara-74-community-leader-creator-of-shadows-for-peace/
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could manifest. At the time of his death, Richard was working on a vision of his to have 
bells around the world ring 75 times to honor those lives lost in the Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki atomic bombings. He founded Shadows For Peace in 2015 to honor those 
lives lost and share the heartbreaking stories of the hibakusha (atomic bomb 
survivors) to promote peace through speaker forums, some of which included 

hibakusha living in the U.S. His vision of the Bells for Peace project was an extension 
of this effort. His spirit lives on in all of us who carry out this project now in his stead 
as we strive for peace and mutual understanding between people around the world. 

There was a broad desire to mark this important milestone through sister city 
relationships, as there are over 455 sister city/state relationships that have been 

recorded between the U.S. and Japan, 162 of them within the SCI network (the second 

largest of any country). Furthermore, St. Paul, Minnesota – Nagasaki, Japan also 
happens to be the first post-war sister city relationship with a U.S. and Asian city. 

 

Why should I participate? 

There is meaningful symbolism to a showing like this since SCI was created to prevent 
wars like World War II, which ended with dropping of atomic bombs. The SCI Japan 
Committee is kicking off U.S.-Japan sister city activities as we prepare for a U.S.-Japan 
Sister Cities Summit to be held in Japan in 2021. The world needs hope right now and 

a respite from the pandemic. For 75 rings of a bell on August 5 and August 8, you can 
help us celebrate a huge, positive milestone of peace for humankind. 

 

What should I do to get started? 

Talk to members of your local U.S.-Japan sister city organization. Talk to your mayor, 
talk to your city councilmembers. Coordinate with your Japanese sister city! Ask for 
“bell” support from your local churches, temples, mosques, and synagogues. Use the 
templates created by SCI Japan Committee to help you get started. Fill out our Google 
Form so we know you are planning a ceremony. Find some bells. Record your 

ceremony. Use the hashtag #USJapanBells. Let’s show the world hope by reminding 

them of SCI’s mission: to promote peace through mutual respect, understanding, and 
cooperation—one individual, one community at a time. 

https://forms.gle/Anmn1JGkPATJLyNg9
https://forms.gle/Anmn1JGkPATJLyNg9
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U.S.-Japan Sister Cities Bell Ringing: 
75 Years of Peace Since Hiroshima & Nagasaki 

 

Example Idea #1 

Hold an in-person (socially distanced) ceremony at City Hall or a local house of worship 
with large bells. Invite your elected representatives to say a few words in support of 
peace and the importance of grassroots relationships among people around the world. 
Ask all houses of worship in your city to ring its bells at the same time in solidarity, 
either 75 times or for the duration of 44 or 47 seconds (the duration of the bomb’s 

drop on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, respectively). Assign someone to record and 
livestream the event through social media. Assign someone to take photos. Invite a 
reporter to cover the event in the local media. 

 

Example Idea #2 

Hold simultaneous, in-person (socially distanced) ceremonies in city parks in both your 
city and your Japanese sister city. Have all attendees bring their own handheld bells. 
Ask the leader of your sister city organization to say a few words commemorating the 
occasion and emphasizing the importance of grassroots relationships with your 
Japanese sister city. Assign someone to record and livestream the event through social 

media, especially so that your sister city can see it in real time. Ask someone in your 
Japanese sister city to do the same that you can see their ceremony in real time. Assign 
someone to take photos. Invite a reporter to cover the event in the local media. 

 

Example Idea #3 

Hold a completely virtual ceremony via a video conferencing program such as Zoom. 
Have all attendees bring their own handheld bells. Arrange for a couple of speakers 
and then ask everyone to unmute their microphones and collectively ring their 
individual bells at the same time. Assign one participant to record the ceremony and 

take some screenshots. Invite a reporter to join the event and cover it in the local 
media. 
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About Sister Cities International 

 

 

 

Created in 1956 by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, Sister Cities International’s 
mission is to promote peace through mutual respect, understanding, and 
cooperation—one individual, one community at a time. We believe in the power of 
personal connections and work to create global relationships based on cultural, 
educational, information, and trade exchanges. Participants in sister city programs 

develop lifelong friendships that provide prosperity and peace through person-to-

person “citizen diplomacy.” Learn more about our organization and how to get 

involved. 

 

SCI Japan Committee is a subsidiary organ of the SCI Global Awareness Team and will 
serve as a national platform that provides a more inclusive and unified approach to 
SCI’s operations regarding Japan. This is a membership benefit for all SCI members 
that have partnerships with Japanese cities. Any individuals belonging to an active SCI 
member with a sister city in Japan are encouraged to join the SCI Japan Committee’s 

activities free of charge. 

 

About American Society of Hiroshima-Nagasaki A-Bomb Survivors 

The American Society of Hiroshima-Nagasaki A-Bomb Survivors (ASA) was formed with 

two goals in mind: 1) Coordinate the logistics of biennial medical examinations of 
hibakusha by medical representatives of the Japanese government; and 2) Educate 
the public about the on-the-ground experience and effects of the only use of atomic 
weapons in war on human targets. To get in contact with ASA, please contact Shadows 
For Peace President Robert M. Horsting at natto41@sbcglobal.net.  

https://sistercities.org/
mailto:natto41@sbcglobal.net

